
AFFIDAVIT OF COMMON LAW NAME CHANGE 
 
Arkansas code 1-2-119 provides​: 
The common law of England, so far as it is applicable and of a general nature, and all statutes of the British Parliament in aid of or to 
supply the defects of the common law made prior to March 24, 1606, which are applicable to our own form of government, of a 
general nature and not local to that kingdom, and not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United States or the 
Constitution and laws of this state, shall be the rule of decision in this state unless altered or repealed by the General Assembly of 
this state. 
Clinton v. Morrow, 247 SW 2d 1015 - Ark: Supreme Court 1952  ​states: 
The general rule on this question is stated as follows in 38 Am.Jur., Names, § 28: "In the absence of a statute to the contrary, a 
person may ordinarily change his name at will, without any legal proceedings, merely by adopting another name. He may not do so, 
however, for fraudulent purposes. In most jurisdictions, a change of one's name is regulated by statutes which prescribe the 
proceedings by which such change is to be accomplished. These statutes merely affirm, and are in aid of, the common-law rule. 
They ​do ​not​ repeal the common law by implication or otherwise, but afford an ​additional method​ of effecting a change of name." 
 
STATE OF ARKANSAS 

               ss.} 
COUNTY OF ____________ 

 
________________________, previously known as __________________, affirms the 
following: 
  
1. I am currently __  years of age, I was born on the __ day of ________, _____ 
 
2. My birth records and other legal documents have the name(s) of: 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. I have since changed my name to ______________________ ​at will ​under the Common law. 
 
4. I have not changed my name for any fraudulent purpose or to avoid criminal prosecution. 
 
5. I am making this Affidavit in order to aid appropriate agencies in correcting or adjusting my 
records.  
 
___________________________ ____________________________ 
Current Signature in new name Previous signature in old name 
 
State of Arkansas  
County of ________________  
 
On this the _____ day of ________, 20___, before me, ________, the undersigned notary, personally appeared ___________ 
known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the person whose name is  subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that 
he/she/they executed the same for the purposes therein contained.  
In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and official seal.  
______________________________ 
Signature of Notary Public  
My commission expires: _______________________________  


